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Technical Expert Panel Composition (Membership) List  
 

Project Title: End Stage Renal Disease Dialysis Facility Compare (DFC) Star Ratings Technical Expert Panel 

Dates: February – August 2015 

Project Overview: The Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) has contracted with The University of Michigan Kidney Epidemiology 

and Cost Center (UM-KECC) to review the methodology developed to produce the DFC Star Ratings. 
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Conflicts of Interest 

Paul T. Conway President  
American Association of 
Kidney Patients (AAKP) 
 
Board Member 
Mid-Atlantic Renal Coalition 
(MARC)  
 
Board Member 
Polycystic Kidney Disease 
Foundation (PKDF)  
Falls Church, VA 

x    

None  

Richard J. Cook,  
PhD, MS  

Tier I Canada Research Chair 
(renewal) of Statistics and 
Actuarial Science  
University of Waterloo 
Waterloo, Ontario, Canada 

  x  

none 
 
 

Joanna  Y. Galeas Patient/Patient Advocate 

Renal Support Network 

Los Angeles, CA 

x 
   

none 
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Conflicts of Interest 

Joseph  D. Karan Patient Advocate and 
Director of Education 
National Kidney Foundation 
of Florida 
Davenport, FL 

x    

none 

J. Richard Landis, 
PhD, MS 

Professor of Biostatistics and 
Professor of Statistics 
University of Pennsylvania 
Perelman School  
of Medicine  
Philadelphia, PA 
 
Professor of Biostatistics and 
Professor of Statistics 
University of Pennsylvania 
(Wharton School)  
Philadelphia, PA  

  x  

none 
 
 

Franklin W. Maddux, 
MD, FACP 

Executive Vice President for 
Clinical & Scientific Affairs 
FMC 
Waltham, MA  
 
Clinical Associate Professor of 
Medicine  
University of North Carolina 
School of Medicine 
Chapel Hill, NC 

 x x  

none 
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Allen R. Nissenson, 
MD, FACP 

Chief Medical Officer   
DaVita HealthCare Partners   
El Segundo, California 
 
Emeritus Professor of 
Medicine  
David Geffen School of 
Medicine at University of 
California, Los Angeles 
Los Angeles, CA 

 x x  

Salaried employee and 
shareholder of DaVita 
Health Care Partners 

Jane F. Pendergast, 
PhD 

Professor of Biostatistics  
Duke University  
Durham, NC 
 
Professor Emeritus  of 
Biostatistics  
University of Iowa 
Iowa City, IA 

  x  

none 

John (Jack) Reynolds Vice President and Patient 
Ambassador 
Dialysis Patient Citizens 
 
Member 
National Kidney Foundation 
(NKF) 
Carlisle, IA 

x    

none 

Tonya L. Saffer, MPH Senior Health Policy Director 
National Kidney Foundation 
(NKF) 
Washington, DC 
 
Commissioner 
Montgomery County 
Commission on Health 

x  x  

none 
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Chris Sarfaty, MSW, 
LICSW 

Patient-Centered 
Collaborative Care Coach 
Coaching for Health 
Professionals 
Whately, MA 

x    

none 

Dylan S. Small, PhD Professor of Statistics 
Wharton Business School 
Philadelphia, PA 

  x  
none 

Nicole Stankus, MD, 
MSc 

Associate Professor of 
Medicine  
The University of Chicago 
Chicago, IL 

 x x  

None 

Catherine A. Sugar, 
PhD, MS 

Director of Semel Institute 
Statistics Core  
University of California, Los 
Angeles 
Los Angeles, CA 
 
Associate Professor for the 
Departments of Biostatistics, 
Statistics & Psychiatry 
University of California, Los 
Angeles 
Los Angeles, CA 

  x  

None 

Sumi Sun, MPH  Director of Applied Research 
and Data Analysis  
Satellite Healthcare 
San Jose, CA 

 x x  

none 

David M. White Chair on the Patient Advisory 
Committee and Medical 
Review Board member 
Mid-Atlantic Renal Coalition 
(MARC) 
Hillcrest Heights, MD 

x    

none 
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“Anonymous Patient 
A” (withheld by 
request) 

Health Care Research worker 

at a health care company 

that works under contract 

with CMS (non-ESRD topic 

areas).  

x 
   

none 

 
Contractor Staff 

  
    

  

Yi Li, PhD Director of Kidney 
Epidemiology and Cost 
Center and Professor of 
Biostatistics 

    

 

Joseph Messana, 
MD 

Collegiate Professor of 
Nephrology and Professor of 
Internal Medicine 

    
 

Richard Hirth, PhD Associate Director of Kidney 
Epidemiology and Cost 
Center and Professor of 
Health Management and 
Policy 

    

 

Claudia Dahlerus, 
PhD, MA 

Principal Scientist      

Ji Zhu, PhD Professor of Statistics      

Christopher Harvey Graduate Student Research 
Assistant, Biostatistics, 
School of Public Health 

     

Zezhi (Zac) Zhang Graduate Student Research 
Assistant, Biostatistics, 
School of Public Health 

     

Karen Wisniewski Research Area Specialist 
Senior 

     

Natalie Scholz Research Area Specialist 
Senior 

     

Cindy Liao Research Area Specialist 
Intermediate and Lecturer I 
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in Psychology 

Casey Parrotte Research Analyst      

Jordan Affholter Research Analyst      

 

 


