HPMS E-Mail

Date: March 23, 2020

Subject: Additional 11 State Medicaid Waiver Requests under Section 1135

Today, in keeping with its commitment to ensure states have the necessary tools to respond to
the 2019 Novel Coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic, the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid
Services (CMS) approved an additional 11 state Medicaid waiver requests under Section 1135 of
the Social Security Act (Act), bringing the total number of approved Section 1135 waivers for
states to 13. The waivers were approved within days of states” submitting them, and offer states
new flexibilities to focus their resources on combatting the outbreak and providing the best
possible care to Medicaid beneficiaries in their states. These waivers support President Trump’s
commitment to operating a COVID-19 response that is locally executed, state managed and
federally supported.

A copy of the press release can be found here: https://www.cms.gov/newsroom/press-
releases/cms-approves-medicaid-section-1135-waivers-11-additional-states-response-covid-19

These waivers, and earlier CMS actions in response to COVID-19, are part of the ongoing White
House Task Force efforts. To keep up with the important work the Task Force is doing in
response to COVID-19, visit www.coronavirus.gov. For a complete and updated list of CMS
actions, and other information specific to CMS, please visit the Current Emergencies Website.
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