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SUMMARY

This waiver program provides access to inpatient psychiatric facilities for children under the age of 18 on a statewide basis.  The waiver proposal allows for a longer length of stay when medically indicated, to meet the treatment needs of children and adolescents who are not ready for a safe return to the community. The expanded service is estimated to have an average length of stay of 120 days.  Extending the available length of stay will provide children, who meet medical necessity criteria, the opportunity to reach a more thorough resolution of underlying emotional and behavioral issues and develop safer, more age-appropriate skills for managing their psychiatric illnesses. The State expects a decrease in the use of inpatient services and recidivism for waiver participants.    

TARGET POPULATION/ELIGIBILITY

Aid to Families with Dependent Children (AFDC), AFDC-related, Supplemental Security Income (SSI), and SSI-related

NUMBER OF INDIVIDUALS SERVED

The average number of individuals to be served under the waiver is 1255 children per year over the two-year waiver period.

BENEFIT PACKAGE

The services under this waiver will allow an increased number of days in care for children requiring more extensive therapeutic intervention prior to returning to the community. The same utilization management activities are applied to this service that the State of Florida currently uses for its acute care inpatient and existing waiver inpatient psychiatric programs.  

COST SHARING

There is no cost-sharing.

ENROLLMENT LIMIT/CAP

There is no enrollment limit/CAP.

DELIVERY SYSTEM

The Agency for Health Care Administration (AHCA), in conjunction with the utilization management contractor and the Alcohol, Drug Abuse and Mental Health (ADM) program office, develop admission, continued stay and discharge criteria for inpatient psychiatric treatment services in Florida based on national standards and established best practices. Currently, there are 15 facilities that provide inpatient psychiatric services across the state for the children eligible for the waiver.

QUALITY ASSURANCE

The State has a plan to monitor and assure quality of services under the waiver program.

MODIFICATIONS/AMENDMENTS

N/A
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