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December 21, 2005
Mr. Tom Arnold
Deputy Secretary for Medicaid

Agency for Health Care Administration

2727 Mahan Drive

Fort Knox Building 3, Room 2423

Tallahassee, Florida  32308

RE:  FL-12-RO2
Dear Mr. Arnold:

We are pleased to inform you that the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) is approving Florida’s request for renewal of the Statewide Inpatient Psychiatric Program (SIPP) Waiver for Children under Age of 18, authorized under 1915(b)(4) of the Social Security Act (the Act).  Florida’s request for a waiver of Sections 1902(a)(10)(B) (Comparability of Services) and 1902(a)(23) (Freedom of Choice) of the Act is approved for a 2-year period beginning on January 1, 2006, through December 31, 2007.

The decision to approve the renewal of this waiver is based on evidence submitted to CMS demonstrating that the State’s proposal is consistent with the Medicaid program and will meet all statutory and regulatory requirements for assuring beneficiaries access to care, quality of services, waiver cost-effectiveness for section 1915(b) waiver programs and will not restrict emergency services.  If the State decides to request an additional renewal of this program, the renewal application must be submitted by October 1, 2007, at least 90 days prior to the expiration date of this waiver.  

Approval of this request is contingent upon the conditions listed below:

1) The State reports SIPP waiver expenditures on the CMS-64 Report no later than the quarter ending March 30, 2006.  In addition, the State should submit a separate quarterly report on Eligible Member Months and a quarterly report on Targeted Case Management expenditures for SIPP waiver recipients to the CMS Regional Office within 45 days of the end of each quarter.

2) The State will send any contracts, related to SIPP providers to the CMS Regional Office for approval and agrees to follow all Federal requirements in the selection of SIPP providers. 
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We wish you continued success in the next waiver period.  If you have any questions, please contact Mary Pat Farkas in the CMS Central Office at 410-786-5731, or Marsha Montague in the CMS Atlanta Regional Office at 404-562-7506.







Sincerely,







   /s/






Theresa A. Pratt







Director

cc:

Mary Pat Farkas, CMS Central Office
Marsha Montague, Atlanta Regional Office
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