Technical Expert Panel Summary/Expert Input Report (Second
Convening) Posting

Project Title:
Development and Maintenance of Post-Acute Care Cross-Setting Standardized Patient Assessment Data

Dates:
e The call for TEP nominations closed February 19, 2016
e The TEP was held January 5-6, 2017

Documents:
e The TEP Membership List and Summary Report are posted below in the download section

Project Overview:

The Improving Medicare Post-Acute Care Transformation Act of 2014 (the IMPACT Act of 2014)
requires the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) develop, implement, and maintain
standardized patient assessment data elements for post-acute care (PAC) settings to facilitate care
coordination and improve Medicare beneficiary outcomes." The types of providers covered by the
IMPACT Act of 2014 include skilled nursing facilities (SNFs), home health agencies (HHAS), inpatient
rehabilitation facilities (IRFs) and long-term care hospitals (LTCHS).

CMS has contracted with RAND to develop and test standardized post-acute care assessment data
elements that could meet the requirements of the IMPACT Act of 2014 and contribute to care planning,
quality measurement, cost estimation, and better care transitions. Existing PAC assessment instruments —
Minimum Data Set (MDS), Inpatient Rehabilitation Facility Patient Assessment Instrument (IRF-PALI),
Outcome and Assessment Information Set (OASIS), and LTCH CARE Data Set (LCDS) — are neither
standardized nor interoperable in that the settings use different assessment items, items are created,
collected, and reported in many different ways, and conclusions from assessments in one setting cannot
be directly compared with or transferred across facilities. Implementation of standardized assessment
items across PAC settings, facilitated by health information technology (HIT), is compelling at multiple
levels and has important implications for Medicare beneficiaries, families, providers, and policymakers.
IMPACT Act of 2014 domains under consideration for development by RAND in the first year of the
project include: cognition and mental status; medication reconciliation; care preferences; pain; and
impairments in hearing, vision and continence.

CMS has contracted with RAND to develop and test standardized PAC assessment items that could meet
the requirements of the IMPACT Act of 2014 and contribute to care planning, quality measurement,
outcome comparison, cost estimation, better care transitions, and interoperable data exchange. The
contract name is Development and Maintenance of Post-Acute Care Cross-Setting Standardized
Assessment Data. The contract number is HHSM-500-2013-130141. As part of its item standardization
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development process, CMS requires that contractors convene groups of stakeholders and experts who
contribute direction and thoughtful input to the contractor.

Project Objectives:

e Todevelop and test standardized PAC patient assessment data elements (i.e. assessment items)
and associated response codes.
o Gather feedback on importance, feasibility, usability and potential impact of the item
standardization changes under consideration.
o Identify setting-specific needs/concerns/barriers when standardizing assessment data elements

under the specified domains.
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