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Project Title: 

End-Stage Renal Disease Evaluation of Potential Prevalent Comorbidity Adjustments in the Standardized Hospitalization Ratio 
(SHR) and the Standardized Mortality Ratio (SMR) 

Dates: 

August – December, 2015 

Project Overview: 

The Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) has contracted with the University of Michigan Kidney Epidemiology 
and Cost Center (UM-KECC) to evaluate the potential of including prevalent comorbidities in the SMR and SHR risk 
adjustment models.  The contract name is End Stage Renal Disease (ESRD) Quality Measure Development, Maintenance, and 
Support. The contract number is HHSM-500-2013-13017I.Motivation for this project comes from public comments expressing 
interest in considering the addition of more recent measures of patient health status to the risk-adjustment models, which 
now adjust for comorbidities at incidence.  This work is part of a larger project to reevaluate the SMR and SHR measures.  As 
part of its measure development process, CMS asks measure developers to convene groups of stakeholders and experts who 
contribute direction and thoughtful input to the measure developer during measure development and maintenance. The 
following individuals were selected and have agreed to serve as the Technical Expert Panel for this project. 
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