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SENIOR MEDICARE PATROL 
(SMP) 

PROTECTING THE TAXPAYERS DOLLARS 
 

Edward P Mendicello  
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SHIP VS. SMP  

•  COLORADO SHIP FUNDING:  $550,000 

•  COLORADO SMP FUNDING:  $180,000 
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FUNDING SOURCES 

•  SHIP  =  CMS                         
•   SMP  =   AOA 



4 

STAFFING 

•  2 POSITIONS NTE 80 HOURS PER MONTH 
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OIG RETURN ON INVESTMENT 

•  7 YEARS AGO:  $20 FOR EVERY $1 SPENT 
•  NOW $7 FOR EVERY $1 SPENT 
•  COSTLIER INVESTIGATIONS; MORE TASK FORCES; 

MORE JOINT AGENCIES 
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WWW.STOPMEDICAREFRAUD.GOV 
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HEAT PROJECT NATIONWIDE 

•  9 MAJOR CITIES JOINT TASK FORCES WITH OIG, FBI, 
IRS, POSTAL INSPECTORS, MFCU’S, DEA  
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OIG MOST WANTED LIST 
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PURPOSE OF SMP 

•  PROTECT 
•  DETECT 
•  REPORT 
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MSN 

•  MEDICARE SUMMARY NOTICES 
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MAJOR MEDICARE CASES 

•  NATIONAL HEALTH LABS 
•  COLUMBIA HCA 
•  NATIONAL MEDICAL ENTERPRISES 
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CASES IN RURAL AMERICA  

•  RUGBY, NORTH DAKOTA 
•  KALISPELL, MONTANA 
•  PINE RIDGE INDIAN RESERVATION, SOUTH DAKOTA 
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NO CITY NO MATTER HOW SMALL IS IMMUNE 
FROM FRAUD 

•  IT’S JUST A MATTER OF TIME!!!! 
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POSITIVES 

•  DIRECT CONTACT WITH BENIES 
•  GIVE THEM A FEELING OF HOPE AND 

INTERACTION 
•  KNOW AGENTS OF OIG, FBI, MFCU 
•  PRIVILEGES HAS ITS REWARDS 
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FRUSTRATIONS 
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SMP PROCESS 

•  SIMPLE INQUIRY 
•  COMPLEX INQUIRY  
•  RESEARCH MEDICARE POLICY 
•  ENTRY INTO SMARTFACTS 
•  REFERRAL TO FBI, OIG, MFCU, ATT. GEN 
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SPECIFIC COLORADO CASES 

•  IT’S ME AGAIN - DME PROSTHETIC BRA 
•  DAVID MARCO - SURGICAL ASSISTANT 
•  DRS. SAM JAHANI AND ERIC PEPER 
•  ODYSSEY HOSPICE  
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AUGUST 10, 2011 


