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Part I National Coverage Indexes
 The MCD Indexes Page includes both National and Local Coverage Indexes.  The National Coverage 

portion of the page includes 5 sections and 6 document types.  The most used are the NCAs, CALs, 
and NCDs.  The available indexes change dynamically, based on what is available at any given time.
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National Coverage Analyses (NCAs)

NCAs outline the process of reviewing information on the path to making a National Coverage 
Determination (NCD).  Within an NCA, you will find the tracking sheet, a proposed decision 
memorandum and the final decision memorandum.  Possibly available Indexes are:
 Open NCA – the process is underway and a decision has not yet been made.

 Closed NCA – the final decision memorandum has been issued.
 NCAs Open For Public Comment – one of the public comment periods in the NCA process is 

currently accepting comments.
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Medicare National Coverage Lifecycle
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Open NCAs
 Open NCAs are listed alphabetically in the MCD Index.

 They typically include sections for documents, contacts and the history of the consideration. 

 A “Comment” button indicates the NCA is Open for Public Comment. 

 The “PDM” display note indicates that the Proposed Decision Memo associated to an NCA is open for 
public comment.     
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Open NCAs 
 Click on the Tracking Sheet link for specific NCA information.
 Click on the View the Public Comments link to review comments submitted to CMS.

 An associated NCD would be shown here.  
 To view the historical documents, click on the History of Considerations links.
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Open NCAs  
 This slide displays the sections within the Tracking Sheet.  
 The sections have been collapsed in order to view the entire Tracking Sheet.  Users can expand or 

collapse each section in the Tracking Sheet. 
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Closed NCAs 
 Like open NCAs, closed NCAs also are listed alphabetically in the MCD Index.
 The “228 Records” notation in the blue banner indicates the number of currently 

closed NCAs.  
Users can click on the “NCA Title” to open a specific NCA.
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Closed NCAs 
Unlike Open NCAs, the “Documents” section in Closed NCAs includes a link called “Decision 

Memo”. The link opens to the Decision Summary which provides the final disposition, rationale, 
history, evidence and review of the NCA.
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NCAs Open for Public Comment

 Open NCAs in this section have two (2) comment periods during their life cycle, so, they are 
divided into two (2) tables: One for the Initial Comment Period; and one for the Proposed 
Decision Memo (PDM) Public Comment Period. 

 NCAs in this section also are listed in alphabetical order. 
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NCAs Open for Public Comment  
To post a comment, click on the “Comment” button which opens the Submit a Public Comment 
page. 
The CMS PHI Posting Policy must be read and the disclaimer box checked before submitting a comment.
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NCAs Open for Public Comment  

 Once your comments are submitted to CMS, they are reviewed for content and 
then posted to the MCD. 
 Comments are included in the Documents section of the NCAs.  Click on the 

“View Public Comments” link to see all comments submitted for the NCA.
Note that inappropriate content, PII, and PHI are removed from the comments 

before posting to the public.
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Coding Analyses for Labs (CALs)
 Typically, CALs are divided into two (2) indexes: Open and Closed.  However, there can be a third option when there are 

CALs open for Public Comment.

 CALs look much like NCAs; however, they list ICD-10 codes and/or CPT codes that either Support or Do Not Support 
Medical Necessity. 

 Note that no new CALs have been opened since the transition from ICD-9 CM Codes to ICD-10 CM codes.  Users should 
use the following link to access ICD-10 Codes: https://www.cms.gov/Medicare/Coverage/CoverageGenInfo/ICD10.html

 CALs follow a process similar to NCAs, although usually on an accelerated timeline.
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National Coverage Determinations

 An NCD sets forth the extent to which Medicare will cover specific services, 
procedures, or technologies on a national basis. Medicare contractors are 
required to follow NCDs. 

 If an NCD does not specifically exclude/limit an indication or circumstance, or if 
the item or service is not mentioned at all in an NCD or in a Medicare manual, 
it is up to the Medicare contractor to make the coverage decision (LCD).

 NCDs are listed in alphabetical order.
 Users can click on the NCD Title open a specific NCD. 
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National Coverage Determinations

 This slide displays the sections within the NCD.
 The sections have been collapsed in order to view the entire NCD.  Users can 

expand or collapse each section in the NCD. 
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National Coverage Determinations

Tracking Information
• Administrative information about the NCD

Description Information
• This is the ‘meat’ of the NCD

Transmittal Information
• Transmittal number and link

Revision History
• Details about the changes/updates made to the NCD over the years

National Coverage Analyses (NCAs) 
• Links to NCAs that have been opened based on the NCD

Additional Information 
• Links to previous versions of the NCD
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National Coverage Determinations
When the decision memo of an NCA calls for changes to an NCD, the changes will be 

shown in red font for one year after the implementation date.
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MEDCAC Meetings 

 As part of the NCA process, CMS may hold meetings with the Medicare 
Coverage Advisory Committee (MEDCAC).

 The MEDCAC index contains information for meetings dating from 1999 to the 
present.

 Users can select to view all years, single years, or multiple years.
 The MEDCAC meeting information contains agendas, minutes, transcripts and 

other relevant meeting information.
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Technology Assessments

 For some NCDs, external TAs are requested through the Agency for 
Health Research and Quality (AHRQ). 

 TAs are listed alphabetically.

 Each TA is linked to the relevant NCA or MEDCAC meeting.
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Medicare Coverage Documents

 MCD Categories supplement National Coverage Documents with further 
information and provide users with resources to better understand the National 
Coverage processes. 
 Click on any category for further information. 
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Part II: Local Coverage Documents
 The Local Coverage portion of the page includes three sections: LCDs, Articles, and Contacts. 
 The LCDs and Articles Indexes each include Indexes by Contractor, by State, and LCDs/Articles 

Listed Alphabetically. 

 To open an LCD or Article in the Index click on the Document Title. 
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LCD Indexes

 There are 3 LCD Indexes: LCDs by Contractor; LCDs by State: and LCDs Listed 
Alphabetically. 

 Click on the link to open a specific Index. 
 The Records notation indicates the number of LCDs in the Index.  
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LCDs by Contractor Index
 Click on the LCDs by Contractor link on the main Index page. 
 Then select a contractor and the types of LCDs to view.
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LCDs by Contractor Index – Example 
Selection Criteria Page

 This user is interested in Active LCDs, Future LCDs and Proposed LCDs released to 
Final LCDs from Noridian Healthcare Solutions, LLC (19003, DME MAC, J-D).
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LCDs by Contractor Index – Example
Results Page

The first section of the Results Page includes the Contractor Name and the option to further 
define the retrieval of LCDs.
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LCDs by Contractor Index – Example
Results Page

 The next section has two result lists of LCDs by Type:
• Final LCDs, which include Active LCDs Future LCDs.
• Draft LCDs Released to Final LCDs.

 Each section displays the number of LCDs in the Index and the Selection Criteria. 

 The user can determine if the LCD is “Currently In Effect” or has a “Future Effective Date” by the actual date in the 
“Effective Date” column.  

 Click on the LCD ID to open the document. 

 The list of LCDs can be ordered in a variety of ways be clicking on the arrow icons in the column headings. The results page 
is sorted by Title by default.
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LCDs by Contractor Index – Example
Results Page

 In this example, there are no Proposed/Draft LCDs that have been released to Final LCDs 
for Noridian at this time. 
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LCDs by State Index
 In a State Index, the user must know the state, the contractor name and the 

contract number. 
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LCDs by State Index – Example
Selection Criteria Page

In this example, the user is interested in Active LCDs covering Texas.
 Begin by clicking on the “LCDs by State” link.

 Select the State and LCD Type(s).
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LCDs by State Index – Example
Initial Results Page

 The Initial Results Page lists all Contract Numbers that have Active LCDs for the selected 
state.
 To see a list of LCDs, click on the desired Contract Number.  In this example, the users 

selects Palmetto GBA (11004, A and B and HHH MAC, J - M).
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LCDs by State Index – Example
LCD Results Page

 The first section of the Results Page includes 
the option to further define the Index.

 The page also displays the number of LCDs in 
the Index and the Selection Criteria. 

 The user can determine if the LCD is 
“Currently In Effect” or has a Future Effective 
Date by the actual date in the “Effective Date” 
column.

 Click on the Document ID to open an LCD.  
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Article Indexes

 The Articles Indexes works similar to the LCD Indexes.
 For an example by “Contractor” see slides 25 through 29 in the LCD Index. 
 For an example by “State” see slides 30 through 34 in the LCD Index. 
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Articles Listed Alphabetically Index
 To retrieve an alphabetical list of Articles, click 

on “Articles Listed Alphabetically”. 
 This Index lists all Articles alphabetically for all 

contractors.  Users may  select to view the lists 
for “Active”, “Retired”, “Future” and “SAD” 
articles. 
 Click on the Article ID to view the document. 
 The LCDs Listed Alphabetically Index functions 

the same way.
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Part III: Medicare Administrative Contractor 
(MAC) Contacts Indexes

 The Local Coverage Section of the Indexes page includes several MAC Contact Indexes.

 The Contact Indexes include an Alphabetical listing and listings by Contract Types.

 If a user is not sure of the desired Contract Type, they would use the “All Contacts Listed Alphabetically” index.
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MAC Contacts Indexes – Example

 All the Contact Lists include the contractor address, a website link,  contract number with 
jurisdiction annotated as is appropriate, the CMD name, and states served.  

This is an example from the “All Contacts Listed Alphabetically” index.

The Contact List is also a good resource for understanding Contract Type and the associated Contract 
Number for a given contractor.
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MAC Contacts Indexes – Example
 This is a example from the MAC A and B Index. 
 Note that this contractor (Noridian Healthcare Solutions) has multiple listings as do all 

MAC A and B contractors.  
 As well, their CMDs are assigned by state. 
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